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This place is afterwards enumerated among
the cities desired to be restored to the Jews by
a decree of the Roman senate, after having been
taken from them by Antiochus, as ..expressed in
a letter sent by the ambassadors of the Jews, from
Jerusalem to Rome**
It was about this time also peculiarly privi-
leged by a decree of Caius Julius Caesar, im-
perator and dictator, in being exempted from the
yearly tribute which all the other cities of the
Jews were obliged to pay for the city Jeru-
salem, t
The history of this place in the days of the
apostles is more familiar to us, and the vision of
Peter, who saw a sheet descending from heaven
covered with animals clean and unclean, and
heard a voice exclaiming, * Rise, Peter, kill
and eat;" as well as the raising of Tabitha, the
female disciple, from the dead, and the reception
of the messengers from Csesarea there, need
only be mentioned to be remembered;
The history of the taking of this.place from
the pirates, by Vespasian, is worthy of being
detailed more at length, particularly as the ope-
rations strikingly illustrate the local description
by which the account of them is accompanied,
* Josephus, Antiq. Jud. L xiii. c, 9. s, 2.   A. C. 128.
t Ibid. L xiv. c. 10. s, 6,   A. C, 45,